TAMWORTH  nurse  Gail
Wheeler is approaching tlae
endof four months ol servicens
avodunieerinSicrma Leonewith
intematkonal charity  Menry
Ships.

She has given her time and
cexpartise in her third stin
anboard the world's larges
clurity hospital ship, Alrica
Merey, which las six opera -
ing thearres and a T-haed
hospidial,

Her imspimatinn to hedp snme
of the: poorest people in the
wiorkd a5 an anaesthelic nume
hasseenherputherhand inber
o pocket for the cause.,

“lenjoyed working with peo-
Pl fom many nations an my
s pneviones trijpe ancd felt tha
Ciocl waniesd ime 1o do i again,”
shie salcl

“%o li was case of saving ap
helidays, using long service
leave and saving i lotof money.

Al volunteers pay their own
why b arvd Trivim the country
wihene the ship s dotked forup
1o 10 myonths esch year, and
theen pary crew fiees 1o help odfset
e ship's minning coses,

My [amily and fHends
believe it is a very worthwhile
thabmngg 1o by, el some [riends
dlidd grve e somiething iowads
e cospol iy abifage"

Bt the: poward for Gadl gecs
by whing oy can buy,

*I was hrougd L kmcnaing:
T formunate | wisand apypene-
clating what | had.” she safd.

“The people living in Sicma
Leone and other nations of

Wesy Alrica wre among the

worlels ponrneat.

"Wt teess | Fesed very lnamibiled
by the atitudeaf these prople

“They have so litthe, but still
Bive DL & smible, welcome you
and look afier yow”

A number af successtul sur-
peries have impacted Gail.

“Thuere are abways very spe-
cinl momemnes inothe hospinal,”
s sadd,

hwms nntuty as annesahedic
nurse when  two  children
underwent surgery for bilateral
cotnrncts, The next day s in
thiz wiardd when bandages ooy-
ering thelr EYES Wisne remunied
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“lam

Al ey coubd see. 1 wis poei-
tyEpecinl

“Thazree was @ |9-year-old
man whn meeeived surgery to

correct his cleft palate. The

. pleasure [ saw in his face will

sty with me ahways”
Inbver s tirme, Lo s she
visioed & oare for okl I,'Ill!ﬂpllt

Nurse comes to end of voyage of mercy

*Liscalehuibd ey also visif, and
they just want & coddle and
play, and 1o wuch your hair,”
shirgaid

Il s awonderhul expericnoe
o see people who have suf-
fered 50 much, yot who mmain
hapgry anad able to gree vou a
wmdle”



