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Yes,  I would like to give a life-changing donation to Mercy Ships 

Enclosed is my donation (Cheque, Money Order, Credit Card) of: 

❑ $25    ❑ $50    ❑ $100    ❑ $200    ❑ $                        

	 CREDIT / DEBIT CARD GIVING
Credit Card Number  

Name on Card: ........................................................................................

Expiry Date: ......./........   Signature:........................................................

Please credit donation to:

❏ General Fund - For those who do not need a tax receipt

❏ Relief Fund - For those who may need a tax receipt

	 (Donations over $2.00 to Relief Fund are Tax Deductable)

I would like to make this my regular donation

Monthly Payment	 ❏ Yes	
Thank you for changing lives with Mercy Ships
Please return to:  	 Mercy Ships Australia  PO Box 1080 Caloundra QLD 4551
	 Phone: 07 5437 2992  Fax: 07 5437 2488  Email: msaust@mercyships.org.au 

$

I would like a Mercy Ships representative to come and give a presentation to our club, group, church, school ❏
Please send me information on how to leave a gift to Mercy Ships in my Will  ❏
Please remove my name from your mailing list ❏

Let me begin this first Newsletter for 2011 by wishing you a Happy New Year.  With your help, Mercy Ships Australia’s 
contribution to the ongoing medical relief we provide for the world’s poorest countries continues to grow.  You were 

particularly generous in response to our annual Christmas appeal. Thank you! This means thousands who are suffering 
silently in the developing world will be able to receive the desperately needed medical care that can only be provided by 
our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy. By the time you receive this Newsletter, the Africa Mercy will have begun its 2011 
field service in the West African nation of Sierra Leone. 

2011 Outreach to Sierra Leone
This is the fifth time Mercy Ships has visited the nation and in a clear sign we are making significant progress in addressing 
the medical needs of the nation, our advance teams are now targeting patients in the provinces surrounding the capital, 
Freetown. In the past most of our patients have come from the capital city itself.  We hope it is as encouraging for you 
as it is to us to see tangible results in relieving pain and suffering from our efforts in West Africa. 

Team Effort
A special thanks to all as we work together to serve the forgotten poor of the world. Living in the West, we all 
know how expensive medical services can be and achievements like the one mentioned above simply would not be 
possible without the sacrifice and willingness of our donors, our volunteers and Mercy Ships staff working together in 
a concerted effort to bring about healing change to thousands of lives. You are a great team!

Thank you and may God bless you in 2011.

Gary Regazzoli
CEO Mercy Ships Australia
PS In a clear sign we are making significant progress in addressing the medical needs of the nation, our 
advance teams are now targeting patients in the provinces surrounding the Sierra Leone capital, Freetown. 
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2011 Field Service in Sierra Leone
REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE
 

Population: 5.2 million
Median age: 19 years
Life expectancy: 48 years
Government: Constitutional 
Democracy

In 2004, the Anastasis (now 
retired) docked in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone. These photos were 
taken during that Field Service.

The time has arrived for the Africa Mercy to return to West Africa – with new 
generators, new air conditioning units and other systems that were fitted over the 

year-end break. These new fittings will last the life of the ship (maybe 20-25 more 
years). 

This will be our fifth visit to Freetown,Sierra 
Leone. Because Mercy Ships desires to reach 
“the poorest of the poor,” additional screenings 
were held in the surrounding provinces before 
the ship’s arrival. This is the first time Mercy Ships 
has done something like this prior to the field 
service.

Large holes were cut in the side of 
the Africa Mercy in order to install the 
new generators

One of the new Man generators being installed

A total of five screenings were held: one in 
the eastern province of Kenema, the northern 
province of Makeni, and the southern province of 
Bo, as well as two cities: Koidu and Kabala. They 
were held at the government hospital in each 
of these locations. Dr. Tony Giles (a maxillofacial 
surgeon and regular short term crew member) 
and his wife Ann led the screenings and Joan 
Kotze, Operating Room scheduler, coordinated 
the surgery dates.
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While in Sierra Leone, 
Mercy Ships will provide 
FREE surgeries to men, 
women, and children. 
Our doctors, nurses, and 
crew members come as 
volunteers to help those 
who are suffering.

We are here 
to help!

returns to Sierra Leone

   
2011

1993,  2002,
2003,  2004,

Mercy
    Ships

Before

February  –  November  2011

Flyers and posters were distributed and the Mercy Ships 
Advance Team worked with the local radio stations for 
the broadcasting of announcements in local languages. 
On the first day of screening Mercy Ships saw over 1,500 
people - many coming with issues related to eyes and 
dental (even though these were not advertised). A larger 
screening will take place in Freetown after the Africa 
Mercy’s arrival in the country.

A general poster like the one enclosed, distributed 
throughout Sierra Leone

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! Simply search for 
Mercy Ships Australia on Facebook or go to 
www.twitter.com/mercyshipsau

Mercy Ships Australia 
24 Bulcock St. Caloundra Qld 4551
PO Box 1080 Caloundra QLD 4551

Phone: 07 5437 2992  -  Fax: 07 5437 2488
website: www.mercyships.org.au
e-mail: msaust@mercyships.org.au


